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Introduction to the ED IIl Ceramic catalog

A significant amount of third millennium ceramics have been excavated in Urkesh dating to the
first half of the millennium until the Akkadian period. This present catalog focuses on the Temple BA
ceramics. We had a previous Temple BA catalog dating from 1998 with even earlier catalogs produced as
necessary to study the ceramics from the temple and other early third millennium contexts from the
same time period. The present revised catalog is made now in response to the need to have an up-to-
date catalog of the ED lll time period so that the ceramics excavated in connection with the revetment
wall in J1-6 could be analyzed for the Urkesh Global Record. These ceramics will be added to this catalog
later. Also to be added to this catalog are the early ED Ill ceramics from OH2 and K1, and Ninevite V
ceramics from OB1, OA4, F2, and now from J1.

| wish to thank the Urkesh ceramics team for helping me to produce this catalog: Ibrahim Khellu,
Hammade Hamza, Ismail Mesto,, Kamiran Faisal. Diadin Mustafa, Sami Hamza and Imad Hamza.

Marie Claude Tremouille generously helped me to organize the sherds in the Urkesh Sherd
Library.

Urkesh, September 2009



Temple BA General Ceramic Categories

JARS

Necked Jars

jnh
ing

jnhr
body

jnt
jnf
jns
jna
jnc
jni

jne
jnl

jnff

short necked jar with straight or slightly flaring rim
short necked jars with groove on top of the narrow rim

short necked jar with slightly flaring rim and rib at juncture of neck and

necked jar with straight neck

necked jar with flaring neck

necked jar simple rim

necked jar angular rim

necked jar rim curved toward the exterior
necked jar interior grooved rim

necked jar exterior grooved rim

necked jar with collared rim

necked jar with flaring neck and folded rim

Hole Mouth Jars

jhs
jht
jhr

jhe

hole mouth jar with simple rim slightly turned toward the exterior
hole mouth jar with thickened rim
hole mouth jar with rounded rim

hole mouth jar with rim extended toward the interior



jhc  hole mouth jar with rib below rim

jhf  hole mouth jar with flat rim

jhg  hole mouth jar with squared rim

jhd  hole mouth jar with interior groove on rim

Restricted Neck Jars

jr jars with a restricted neck

Straight Sided Jars

js straight sided jars

Other Jars

jod other jars with folded rim and globular body

joc  other jars with folded rim and cylindrical body

jof  other jars with folded rim almost flat on top and ovoid body
jop other jars with pointed rim, no neck and cylindrical body

jog other jars with simple or pointed rim and globular body

jot  other jars with wide flat rim slightly inclined toward the exterior
jol  other jars with cylindrical body

jov  other jars with various rim shapes

Interior Grooved Rim Jars with cylindrical or globular body

ji Jars with folded rim, restricted neck with interior grooved rim
jid  jars with deep interior groove with globular body

jir jars with interior groove and slight rib below the rim with cylindrical body

Flaring Rim Jars



if flaring rim jar

jfl flaring rim jar with a slight interior lip
jfr — flaring rim jar with rib below rim
Folded Rim Jars

jdc  folded rim jars with cylindrical body
jdg  folded rim jars with globular body
Small Jars (rim diameter less than 8 cm)

js small jars



Temple BA General Ceramic Categories

BOWLS

Round Sided Bowls

br round sided bowls

brs round sided bowls with almost square rim

bro round sided bowls with outturned rim

bri round sided bowls with inturned rim

brf  round sided bowls with flat rim

Open Bowls with Straight Sides

boi open bowls with slightly inturned rim

bos open bowls with simple rim, rim diameter more than 20cm
bol open bowls with interior oval lugs

Carinated Bowls

bcr  carinated bowls with rounded carination

Hemispheric Bowls

bh  hemispheric bowls

bhg hemispheric bowls with strong wheel marks on interior
Straight Sided Bowls (conical in shape)

bs straight sided bowls with rim diameter more than 9cm (same shape as
conical cups but larger in diameter)

bsw straight sided bowls with strong wheel marks inside

Bowls with Exterior Knobs or Handles



bkr  bowls with round knobs

bko bowls with oval knobs

blc  bowls with crescent shaped handles
Deep Bowls

bds deep bowl with straight sides (rim diameter over 25cm) can have slight
depression below rim

bdl deep bowl with upper portion of body slightly flaring

bdf deep bowls with flat rim

bdi deep bowls with interior grooved rim

bdr deep bowls with slightly restricted rim

bdg deep bowls with groove on top of rim

bdp deep bowls with simple rim and rope-type decoration on upper body
Small Bowls (with rim diameter less than 13cm)

bms small bowls with pointed rim

bmo small bowls with outturned rim

Other Bowls

bo other bowls



Temple BA General Ceramic Categories
Cups

Conical Cups (conical cups with rim diameter less than 10 cm, usually have cut
bases)

cc-1 conical cups with strong wheelmarks on the interior
cc-2 conical cups with smooth interior

Other Cups

oc-1 round sided cups

oc-2 cups with wide indentation at lip

oc-3 wide cups — wider rim and base than conical cups
Pots

p--1 pots with pierced handle

pf pots with flaring rim

psS pots with short spout

Other Vessels

ov-1 miniature jars with handle near rim

ov-2 miniature flaring rim jars

ovsi strainers with slight indentation on rim

Bases

xf flat base

xfl  flat base with exterior lip

xrd  round base



Xp
Xrg
xfx
xh
xhf

xfc

pointed base

ring base

slightly convex base

footed base

high footed base with solid foot

base with small round depression in center



Jars

Necked Jars Temple p.2of 49
Short necked jar vith slighty faring im and rb below rim

inhe

Biquse

Necked jar with straight neck

BEaBE 123



Jars

Necked Jars Shon ke Temple p.10f49
mos
Baqisp3 17 —_—
inh i
Bsaga 1144
Baatrtpt 01
i
Bsqa2p1 118
Baassp1 15
inn
85009979 123 Bsag9sTpt0 123
Short necked jars with groove on top of narrow rim
3 ing
Lo Sucsopzis :
ing i

B4qS6 127 BSq48-p2 20



Jars

Necked Jars
Necked jar with flaring neck Temple p.30f 49
ot
it 105 i N
Bagsa 121 B5q9997-p1 123
inf
inf 10 8

Baqot-p1 151
Baq144-p1 1101

B5q124

int o

BSq119-p2 132

inf %3

B4q160-p1 1100



vars: Temple

Necked Jars

Necked jar simple fim

ins 78

Baqtee.p1 1100

p.4 of 49

Nockod jars with faring nock and folded rim

it 2

Baa2s 113

B5q9996.p8 155

necked jars with colared rim

B5a201 123



Hole Mouth Jars Temple p.5 of 49

Hole mouth jar with simple fim

Baqtse.p1 1109

Hole mouth jar with thickened rim

Baq8a 3038

Baa73p4 136

Hole mouth jar with rounded rim

e 105

Baadsot 127



Jars

Hole Mouth Jars Temple p.6 of 49
Hole mouth jar with im extended toward the interior

ine "

Baqtpt 129

ine 19

Baq73p5 136

Hole mouth jar with squared fim

ina 5

53

Hole mouth jar with interior groove on rim

B4a106-03 168



Jars

Restricted Neck Jars Temple p.7 of 49

Jars with restricted neck

B5q9997-p14 123

B5q119.p1 132

B5q9997-p2 23



Jars

Straight sided jars Temple p.8 of 49

Straight sided jars

B4g2 11

B5q32:p13 118

15

839224 175

B5q4 2



Jars
Other Jars Temple p.9 of 49
Ot ars with olded rm amost it on top and ovoid body
o

BaiTt 12

Other jars with simple rim and globular body

Iog 10 iog 0

B5q3s7 170 Bsa207-p2149

Baqtssp2 109

BEG999E-010 136



Jars

Other Jars Other jars with vide it im Temple  p.10 of 49

Jot "

B3q229 190

Other jars with cylindrical body

Baqsssp1

Other jars with various fims

B5q52.p23 B5q9995-p6 135



Jars

Temple p.11 of 49
Interior Grooved Rim Jars With Cylindrical Body

Jars with folded rim restricted neck with interior grooved rim

B5q141-p1 132
it 25
Baq177-p1
it 2

B4a245-p2 157



Jars

Interior Grooved Rim Jars With Cylindrical Body Temple p.12 of 49

Jars with folded rim restricted neck with interior grooved rim

il

B59996-p9 155

B509995-p11 135
B5as2:p2 145

(
4
fi
(

B5q194 123



Jars

Interior Grooved Rim Jars With Cylindrical Body Temple p.13 of 49

Jars with folded rim,restricted neck with interior grooved rim

B5q9996-p5 155
i 30

B5q225-p2 132



Jars

Temple p.14 of 49
Interior Grooved Rim Jars With Cylindrical Body

Jars with deep interior groove with globular body

B1a176



Jars

Interior Grooved Rim Jars With Cylindrical Body Temple  p.15 of 49

Jars with interior groove and slight rib below the rim with cylindrical body

B5q184-p1 f32

B4q20-p1



Temple p.16 of 49
Interior Grooved Rim Jars With Cylindrical Body

Jars with interior groove and slight ib below the rim with cylindrical body

i 36

85301 170

8599996-p2 155

jir -

BSq301



Te I 5
Interior Grooved Rim Jars With Cylindrical Body emple: p.17 of 49

Jars with interior groove with globular body

B5a268-p1 74



Jars Templ:
Flaring rim jars emple p.18 of 49
Flaring rm jar

85q9995.57 135

B509995.99 35
it 16
it 15
1 B
Baqiasp1 199
it 19

483 143

Flaring rim jar with a siight interior lip

n

B5q225-p3 132

Flaring rim jar with rib below rim

e

e



Folded rim jars Temple p.19 of 49

Folded rim jars with cylindrical body

Bs 155

Folded rim jars with globular body

idg 2

BSqtzpt fs4



Jars

Small jars Temple p.20 of 49
Small jars

1\

B3q69-p2 144

B4g194-p1 101



wis
Round Sided Bowls Temple P-21 of 49

Round Sided Bowls

B4q122:p3

B5q9997-p6 123



Round Sided Bowls s,

Temple p.22 of 49

Round sided bowls with almost square rim

brs 25

854253

brs i

B5108-p2 123

brs 23

B5q225.p1 132

brs .

B5q319 70

brs a5

B85q303 130



wis
Temple p.23 of 49
Round Sided Bowls
tound sided bows with outurned rm

bro -

Bags5 130

Round sided bows with inturned rim

L » i
Baqra 1z B5qe938-p2 168

bri 4

Baq137p3 129

bri .

B4q73p1 136

Round sided bows with flat rim

bt 3

BEq9998-p6 186



wis

Open Bowls With Straight Sides Temple p.24 of 49

Open bows with interior oval lugs
bol

B3st

bol

Baq9998.2

Open bowls with simple rim

bos

Bsq30s-p2 154

Baq226-p1 1131

bos 5

BEa9997-07 123



wis
Carinated Bowls

Carinated bowis with rounded carination

-/

B4q123-p1 178

—/

B4q123-p1 78

Temple p.25 of 49



wis
Hemispheric bowls Temple p.26 of 49

Hemispheric bowls

bh 17
B54570
b, 17
B4q24 f13
bh

B4q245-p4 f57

B5q272 91

U, \= N N

Blqi74



wis lemple p.27 of 49

Hemispheric bowls
Hermispheric bowls

b 2
B1ms0
b 1: oh) 15
B5q309.p1 154
Baqua3
bh 15 bn 18
Bsqse 121
B5qda 129
Hemispheric bowls with strong wheel marks on interior
bhg 2 bhg «
Bms0 L] i B4qs99.pi 157

BA122-02 176



Straight Sided Bowls (conical in shape)

Temple p-28 of 49

Straight Sided Bowis with rim diameter more than 9cm

bs 1
B5q91
bs 1

B5q141-p1 f32

B5q92-p1 145

B4q249-p1 157

bs 1
B5q32:p6 118
bs i

B4q122:p5

Baq155-p1 199

B4q177-p1



wis
Straight Sided Bowls (conical in shape) Temple p.29 of 49

Straight Sided Bowls with strong wheel marks inside

bsw

bsw 10 10 bsw 10
B532:p11 118
B54315:p1 123

B4q140-p2 53

bsw 106

B39330-p1 770

bsw

-/

859203 155

B5q146-p219

2
B8 f4
bsw
bsw 13

=/ |

B599997-p17 123

B5q219 135

B5q9997-p18 23



wis
Bowls With Exterior Knobs Or Handles

Temple
Bowls with round knobs.

Baaqtss

p.30 of 49

Bowls with oval knobs

bko

Baqisept 20

BEIE 16



wis
Deep Bowls Temple p.310f49

Deep bowl with straight sides

bs. -
Baq1sspt 199
bds. 2
B4q20-p2
bds 2

B5q141-p3 132

BaqB0-p1 18



wis
Deep Bowls Temple p.32 of 49

Deep bowl with straight sides

Baq155-p2 199

B5q9997-p12 123



Deep Bowls Temple p.33 of 49

Deep bowl with upper protion of body slightly flaring

B4q73.p3 136

B5q278 174

bal

B5q176-p1 132



wis

Temple p.34 of 49
Deep Bowls Deep bowls with flat rim

b 2

BS 155

B5155

B5q9996-p1 155



Temple p.35 of 49
Deep Bowls
deep bowl with interior grooved rim

B4q93-p1 128



wis. Temple p.36 of 49
Deep Bowls

Deep bow with slightly restricted rim

= -
S

Deep bow with groove on top of rim

bdg 2

BEaisé



wis
.37 of 49
Deep Bowls Temple p.37 of

Deep bowl with simple rim and rope-type decoration on upper body

bdp

Z =

B5q184-3 132

Baq122-p1



Small Bowls (with rim diameter less then 13cm) Temple p.38 of 49

‘Small bowl with pointed rim

bms. 0 s 3
Bsazss ms 8153 16
oms " oms s
Bsas2p 118 B1qz80.1 75
oms ”
Bs2pa e

Small bowl with outturned rim

BSq150 123 B5q141-p2 132



wis

Temple
Other bowls
Other bowls

B4g9999-p1 f135

p-39 of 49



Cups

Conleal cUps Gonical cups with strong wheel marks on the interior

e

25

B1qt6spt

B3q215p1 175

s
Baqtse-p1 100

Temple p.40 of 49

Conical cups with smooth interior

BSa32-012 118



Temple p.41of 49

Other cups
Round sided cup
ot v cot %
B30z
Bimes 2
‘Cup with ide indentation at lip
o2 7
Baasapa1s
'Wide cup - wider rim and base than conical cups.

03

T 65 co3 9
815

—



Fots
Pots Temple p.42 of 49
Pot with pierced handle

= 5

B5qu997-p13 23

Pot with flaring fim

B5q9997-p4 123

Bimst

B5q9995.98 135

Pots with short spout

Bsq120 147

BSq182-p2 154



Other Vessels

Other Vessels

Miniature jar with handle near rim

B5q163150

Temple

p.43 of 49

Miniature flaring rim jar

Baa126p1 145

Strainer with slight indentation on rim




4.
B4q105-p1 158

B5q130 147

O

B4q53-p2 5. L

L

s
B5q9997-p22 123

B5q286 23 6

Bases

Flat base

xt

Bsqeef2  °

B3q69-p2 144

xt

/

5
B4a73.p2 136

4/

Baga1 10

Temple p.44 of 49

B5q126 48

C

BSq3sp2123 S

AN

B5q9997-p19 123

%

Bagt-pt

«

B5q225-p2 132 z



Temple p.45 of 49

Flat base
xf xf

,id E

B59992-p16 123 L B85q108-p1 123 105

x

.

94
B5q207-p1 f49

B5q104 f23

B5q220 f35

L

B5q32-p15 f18



Fiat base with exterior p Temple p.46 of 49

M M
g
Baqi22p2 B5q9993 17
Round base
xd
Bsq2s8.p2 174
xrd
Baqtsapt 1173

Bea163-01 19



Pointed base Temple P.47 of 49

x» - »
Bsqu2-ps 8 85430001 169 Baatspt 117
Ring base
xrg
Baq733p1 f621
xg

8487801 1602 1



bases

Temple p.48 of 49

Slightly convex base

b xtx xtx

2 — 55 s
- {
= B5q9997-p23 123 B4q249-p2 157

-/ —

6

85q90 145 B5q218 123
N
- 7 =  §

B4q105-p2 58 8 B5q300-p2 f69.

B3q215-p2 75 B4g95-p1 151



Temple P-49 of 49
Footed base

Bsq2t fas

High footed base with solid foot

ot

Btmrt

Base with small round depression in center

e

—

s
24
— Baqiz5p1 160
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